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Unit I, Class 30

IThe Elizabethan Church

In Media Stat Virtu!

Name: ______________________________

Purpose: Was Elizabeth’s settlement a 
stroke of genius or a cop-out?

Part One: Homework Check
1. Define the term latitudinarian.
2. Was the Elizabethan Settlement a stroke of genius or a “cop-out”?
3. Which two groups challenged the English religious settlement?
4. From the handout, 39 Articles, summarize XII, XXVIII and XXXIV.
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Part Two: Battered by the Left and the Right, 
the North and the South
Using information from homework, and the
three sources to the right, give a written 
explanation of the title of this section.

Excerpt from the Queen’s Speech at Tilbury, 1588
I know I have the body but of a weak and feeble woman; but I have the heart 

and stomach of a king, and of a king of England too, and think foul scorn 
that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, should dare to invade the 

borders of my realm; to which, rather than any dishonour shall grow by me, 
I myself will take up arms, I myself will be your general, judge, and rewarder 

of every one of your virtues in the field.

A Family Falling Out
 For many years Philip maintained peace with England, and even defended 
Elizabeth from the Pope’s threat of excommunication. This was a measure 
taken to preserve a European balance of power. Ultimately, Elizabeth allied 
England with the Protestant rebels in the Netherlands. Further, English ships 
began a policy of piracy against Spanish trade and threatened to plunder the 
great Spanish treasure ships coming from the new world. English ships went 
so far as to attack a Spanish port. The last straw for Philip was the Treaty of 
Nonsuch signed by Elizabeth in 1585 – promising troops and supplies to the 
rebels. Although it can be argued this English action was the result of Philip’s 
Treaty of Joinville with the Catholic League of France, Philip considered it an 
act of war by England.
 The execution of Mary, Queen of Scots, in 1587 ended Philip’s hopes of 
placing a Catholic on the English throne. He turned instead to more direct 
plans to invade England, with vague plans to return the country to Cathol-
icism. In 1588, he sent a fleet, the Spanish Armada, to rendezvous with the 
Duke of Parma’s army and convey it across the English Channel.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_II_of_Spain
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The 39 Articles form the basic summary of belief of the Church of England. They were drawn up by the Church in 
convocation in 1563 on the basis of the 42 Articles of 1553. Clergymen were ordered to subscribe to the 39 Articles 
by Act of Parliament in 1571. As part of the via media (middle way) of Elizabeth I, the Articles were deliberately 
latitudinarian but were not intended to provide a dogmatic definition of faith. It is clear that they are phrased very 
loosely to allow for a variety of interpretations. The Church of England still requires its ministers to publicly avow 
their faithfulness to these Articles. 
http://www.victorianweb.org/religion/39articles.html

Part Three: The Settlement -- Thirty-Nine Articles

VI. Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation.
Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to 
be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the 
Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the name 
of the Holy Scripture we do understand those canonical Books of the 
Old and New Testament, of whose authority was never any doubt in 
the Church.
XI. Of the Justification of Man.
We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by Faith, and not for our own works or 
deservings. Wherefore, that we are justified by Faith only, is a most 
wholesome Doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more largely ex-
pressed in the Homily of Justification.
XII. Of Good Works.
Albeit that Good Works, which are the fruits of Faith, and follow af-
ter Justification, cannot put away our sins, and endure the severity 
of God’s judgment; yet are they pleasing and acceptable to God in 
Christ, and do spring out necessarily of a true and lively Faith; inso-
much that by them a lively Faith may be as evidently known as a tree 
discerned by the fruit.
XX. Of the Authority of the Church.
The Church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and author-
ity in Controversies of Faith: and yet it is not lawful for the Church 
to ordain anything that is contrary to God’s Word written, neither 
may it so expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to an-
other. Wherefore, although the Church be a witness and a keeper of 
Holy Writ, yet, as it ought not to decree any thing against the same, 
so besides the same ought not to enforce any thing to be believed for 
necessity of Salvation.
XXV. Of the Sacraments.
Sacraments ordained of Christ be not only badges or tokens of Chris-
tian men’s profession, but rather they be certain sure witnesses, and 
effectual signs of grace, and God’s good will towards us, by the which 
he doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but also 
strengthen and confirm our Faith in him.
There are two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel, 
that is to say, Baptism, and the Supper of the Lord.
Those five commonly called Sacraments, that is to say, Confirma-
tion, Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and Extreme Unction, are not to 
be counted for Sacraments of the Gospel, being such as have grown 
partly of the corrupt following of the Apostles, partly are states of life 
allowed in the Scriptures; but yet have not like nature of Sacraments 
with Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper, for that they have not any visible 
sign or ceremony ordained of God.
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The Sacraments are not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be 
carried about, but that we should duly use them. And in such only as 
worthily receive the same, they have a wholesome effect or operation:
but they that receive them unworthily, purchase to themselves dam-
nation, as Saint Paul saith.

XXVIII. Of the Lord’s Supper.
The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians 
ought to have among themselves one to another; but rather it is a Sac-
rament of our Redemption by Christ’s death: insomuch that to such 
as rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive the same, the Bread which 
we break is a partaking of the Body of Christ; and likewise the Cup of 
Blessing is a partaking of the Blood of Christ.
Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance of Bread and Wine) 
in the Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but is re-
pugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a 
Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions.
The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in the Supper, only after 
an heavenly and spiritual manner. And the mean whereby the Body of 
Christ is received and eaten in the Supper, is Faith.
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’s ordinance 
reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped.
XXXIV. Of the Traditions of the Church.
It is not necessary that the Traditions and Ceremonies be in all places 
one, or utterly like; for at all times they have been divers, and may 
be changed according to the diversity of countries, times, and men’s 
manners, so that nothing be ordained against God’s Word. Who-
soever, through his private judgment, willingly and purposely, doth 
openly break the Traditions and Ceremonies of the Church, which be 
not repugnant to the Word of God, and be ordained and approved by 
common authority, ought to be rebuked openly, (that others may fear 
to do the like,) as he that offendeth against the common order of the 
Church, and hurteth the authority of the Magistrate, and woundeth 
the consciences of the weak brethren.
Every particular or national Church hath authority to ordain, change, 
and abolish, Ceremonies or Rites of the Church ordained only by 
man’s authority, so that all things be done to edifying.

Cop-out Stroke of Genius
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